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The History of ABC’s New York Television Studios  

Part 1 of 2 

By Bobby Ellerbee and Eyes Of A Generation.com 

 

Preface and Acknowledgement 
 

This is the first part of a unique, historical report on the creation of the broadcast facilities 

and studios used by The American Broadcasting Company. The first part of the story takes 

place in New York, and is covered here. The second part of the ABC studios story lays out 

the history of ABC’s growth on the West Coast and is about the Los Angeles studios.   

 

As ABC’s official historical archives are actually quite scarce, it took an extra deep dive to come 

up with some of the ultra rare texts, photos, personal recollections and memoirs that are included 

in this report. For much of the network’s history, photos in the studios, except for a few rare 

publicity shots, were not permitted by anyone, so there will not be as many as in my NBC and 

CBS reports, but there will be some exceptionally interesting information presented here that 

only a handful of people have ever seen. 

 

As has been the case with my four prior historical reports on NBC New York, NBC West Coast 

and CBS New York, CBS West Coast, this effort would not have been possible without the help 

of many current and former ABC staffers from every area of the network and every era. I would  

like to offer my thanks to those dozens and dozens that helped, but especially to John Fider, Dick 

Roes, Donald Launer, Bob Franklin, Bill Freiberger, Howie Zeidman and Bill Rigo.   

 

This story is told to the best of our abilities, as a great deal of the information on these facilities 

is now gone…like so many of the men and women who worked there. I’ve told this as concisely 

as possible, but some elements are dependent on the memories of those who were there many 

years ago, and from conclusions drawn from research. If you can add to this with facts or photos, 

please contact me, as this is an ongoing project.  

 

This presentation is presented as a public service by the world’s ultimate destination for 

television’s living history…Eyes of a Generation.com –Bobby Ellerbee  

 

http://www.eyesofageneration.com/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eyes-Of-A-Generationcom/189359747768249  

 

 

http://www.eyesofageneration.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eyes-Of-A-Generationcom/189359747768249
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In The Beginning, There Was WJZ Radio… 
 

As mentioned in the preface above, there is not very much in the way of historical archives from 

ABC. Possibly because of this, there is, and always has been an informal internal narrative of the 

history of the network among many of the network’s employees. We are quite fortunate to have 

located and spoken with some of these key people and have their assistance in telling this story. 

There is no better way to tell this story than by using their photos, recollections and memoirs and 

that kicks in just a few pages down.  

 

Allow me to set the stage with a history that, believe it or not, it starts with David Sarnoff.   

 

By 1919, 28 year old Sarnoff was the commercial manager of American Marconi in New York. 

That same year, British Marconi made an offer to General Electric to buy the worldwide rights to 

the Alexanderson Alternator technology, which was vital for transatlantic communication. The 

prospect of a foreign company controlling international communications set off alarm bells in 

Washington, and the government approached GE with a counter offer. If GE would place the 

Alternator technology in a new subsidiary company, they would be allowed to operate the 

international wireless circuits for both government and commercial traffic. To sweeten the deal, 

the Navy agreed to turn over all the wireless patents it received through its wartime research.  

 

The new GE subsidiary company was named the Radio Corporation of America. At the 

helm was Owen Young as Chairman, Ernst Alexanderson as Chief Engineer and David Sarnoff 

as General Manager. Within months, AT&T, Westinghouse and a big consumer of international 

wireless services, United Fruit Company, bought up all the RCA shares.  

 

By 1921, commercial broadcasting stations begun to appear with 28 springing up that year, 

including the Westinghouse-owned 50,000 watt WJZ in New Jersey. With the July 2, 1921 

World Heavyweight Championship fight between America's Jack Dempsey and France's George 

Carpentier looming, everyone in New York was anxious for a speedy way to know the details 

and outcome. David Sarnoff decided RCA should arrange to broadcast the fight on WJZ. It was a 

radio first; a publicity coup for RCA and Westinghouse, and it sold lots of radios!  

 

With Westinghouse in a good mood, Sarnoff convinced them to allow RCA to take over WJZ. 

With the buyout, RCA moved the license from Newark to New York City and the transmitter 

and studios to the Aeolian Building on West 42
nd

 Street.  This was RCA’s first broadcast 

property.  

 

In the summer of 1924, AT&T's management began to consider getting out of the broadcast 

business, and in July 1926, AT&T agreed to sell their New York City station, WEAF, to RCA.  

 

When RCA acquired WEAF, their studio and office was in the AT&T Building at 195 

Broadway. Less than a year after RCA created NBC, the company’s first made-to-order studios 

were ready, and on October 1, 1927, NBC moved into the new facilities on the twelfth and 

thirteenth floors of 711 5th Avenue, with WEAF and WJZ now at the same location.   
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NBC, the nation's first major broadcasting network came to life on November 15, 1926, 

with a four-and-a-half hour broadcast from New York over a network of 25 stations, as far west 

as Kansas City. Close to half of America’s four million radio homes tuned in. The demand for a 

network service among local stations was mounting so rapidly that on January 1, 1927, less 

than two months after their first national broadcast, NBC split its programming into two 

separate networks: the Red and Blue networks, to give listeners more of a choice in 

programs. The NBC Red Network used WEAF as its flagship, and the NBC Blue Network’s 

flagship station was WJZ.    

 

 
These are the original WJZ Radio Studios in Newark  

 

Many believe that NBC created the first radio network, which is not exactly true, but it did come 

to own the first two radio stations that had ever endeavored to create their own networks. RCA’s 

old partner AT&T had the first radio network at WEAF, and its first network radio broadcast was 

January 4, 1923, between WEAF in NYC and WNAC in Boston, using the company’s telephone 

lines.  RCA’s WJZ had also begun to build a small network in late 1923, but barred by AT&T 

from leasing land lines, tried using telegraph lines but abandoned the attempt due to the low 

signal quality a few months later. WJZ’s first real network broadcast was in December 1926, 

between WJZ and General Electric's station WGY in Schenectady over the newly-available 

AT&T lines.  

 

In the mid 1930s, Mutual Broadcasting had begun to complain to the FCC that CBS, with the 

Columbia/Don Lee west coast network, and NBC with its Red and Blue networks had a 

monopoly on many of the country’s radio markets.  By 1938, the Federal Communications 

Commission had begun a series of investigations that concluded in 1941. After studying the 

Mutual charges, the FCC issued an opinion that no organization could own more than one 

network.  NBC decided to appeal the decision, but the next year, the Supreme Court ruled that 

the FCC had the power to make such rules and enforce them.  

 

By late 1942, NBC had separated the properties into two separate entities, each with their own 

personnel and facilities, and was preparing to sell the Blue Network. By this time, there were 103 

Red subscribing stations, 76 Blue, and 64 supplementary stations using a combination of NBC 

Red and Blue programs.  
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History from the Horse’s Mouth 
 

For a real first person view of ABC’s early history, the narration is about to be taken over by one 

of ABC’s first television engineers, Donald Launer. Donald began with ABC in 1948, the year 

television came to the network, and he left 41 years later having been a part of everything in 

between. In his 80s, Mr. Launer wrote several books on sailing and navigating the waters of his 

native New Jersey, but the only thing he ever wrote about his years at ABC was in this rare 56 

page memoir that were only given to friends. Fortunately, one of Donald’s friends, John Fider, 

has shared his copy of The Early Days Of ABC – A Memoir by Donald Launer. 

 

John Fider was formerly Vice President of Production Operations at ABC News. He was 

Technical Director for ABC Television Network Olympics, Special Events and Election 

coverage from 1976 until 1989. He is a seven-time Emmy Award winner, as well as a recipient 

of the prestigious Alfred I. DuPont award, and a member of the Directors Guild of America. He 

serves as Director of Broadcast Operations at the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism, 

where he directs Columbia News Tonight.  

 

Now, Donald Launer’s narration picks up the ABC history, where I left off, with amazing detail. 
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Notice above on page 13, the first day of television for ABC was April 19, 1948. That debut 

show was from WFIL in Philadelphia, and called On The Corner with Henry Morgan as 

host. ABC had the use of NBC radio studios 2A, 2B, 2C, 3C, 3G, 5C 5G, 6A, 6D 8A and 8E 

at 30 Rockefeller Plaza. As mentioned, ABC also had office space inside the building, here is a 

real rarity. This is ABC’s first official letterhead and the address is 30 Rock. Although ABC’s 

Circle 7 station logo was created in San Francisco in 1962, I have a feeling that the original 

Circle 7 phone number in New York also had a role to play somewhere along the line.  

 

 
 

NOTES: To clarify a few things on page 13…the antenna for NBC’s WEAF Radio and NBC’s 

WNBT TV were on the Empire State roof. Believe it or not, CBS radio’s NYC station actually 

had the call letters WABC until 1946. In 1928, CBS bought A.H. Grebe's Atlantic Broadcasting 

Company in New York City with the call letters WABC. WJZ radio and TV became WABC radio 

and TV in 1954.  
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Welcome To West 66
th

 Street!  

 

As it happens, West 66
th

 Street in New York is ground zero for ABC’s operations, and has been 

since they bought the Durland Riding Academy at 7 West 66
th

 back in 1948. As we’ll see, over 

the years, nearly the whole street from Central Park west over to Broadway, has at one time or 

another been a part of ABC’s east coast operations. The photo at the bottom of this inserted page, 

is St. Nicholas Arena, and there will be more on this on this historic venue on the next page, 

along with a lot more on Durland’s, The First Battery Armory, the elegant Des Artistes Hotel on 

West 67
th

 Street, and more as they all come into view as future properties of ABC.   

 
 

 
 

One of ABC’s first dramatic anthology programs was Actor’s Studio that ran from 1948-50. 

Above are Jessica Tandy and Dick York in one of their first productions, Portrait of Madonna.  
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In the photo above, our narrator, Don Launer is seated with his back to us on the far left. There 

will be more from Don, but now, let’s go to West 66
th

 Street in New York.  
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Above, architects drawing of the building and on the next page, an interior shot of the main arena 

with the sun coming in the 66
th

 Street windows. This is the home of TV-1 and TV-2.  

This is 7 West 66
th

 Street in 1903, two years 

after the new Durland Riding Academy 

building was opened.  The central pavilion, 

slightly lower than the flanking 5 story sections, 

housed an enormous riding ring under a great 

span of roof supported on giant trusses.  Three-

story tall arched windows flooded the ring with 

sunlight on clear days.  Viewing galleries could 

accommodate 600 spectators and a separate 

musicians’ gallery could hold an entire 40 piece 

orchestra.  This was necessary for Durland’s 

popular afternoon “music rides.” In 1948, the 

American Broadcasting Company purchased 

the building and converted it to television 

studio space. The riding ring area is now home 

to the TV-1 and TV-2 studios.  
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A Virtual Tour of West 66
th

 Street  
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-

73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-

g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1 

 

If you click the link above, Google Street View will open with 7 West 66
th

 Street on the right. On 

the far right is the eastern 5 story tower that you see on the far right in the photos above. As you 

click on the street to move further west (Central Park is just behind us), you will see on the right 

the main ABC entrance at 77 West 66
th

, and directly across the street is the Armory. Just past the 

main entrance, on the right (north) side of the street, you see the brick facade change to a tan 

brick…that building is where the famous St. Nicholas Arena was located, at the NW corner of 

66th and Columbus Avenue. As you can see at the corner, this is now WABC’s glassed in news 

studios. A block further up on 66
th

 is Julliard and a block south on Broadway is The Lincoln 

Center.  Even further down 66
th

 Street are ABC’s TV 23 and 24 at 320 West 66th Street, as well 

as ABC's 125 West End Avenue building, which houses its radio networks and scenery shops. 

 

In the first few seasons of live television in 1946 and 47, when only a few shows were on the air, 

and only in the evening, Boxing from St. Nicholas Arena was a weekly, two hour event on NBC 

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1
https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1
https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1


 
 

11 

and again later in ‘54 and ‘55 from Dumont. Many of the Gillette Cavalcade of Sports boxing 

matches were held at St. Nick’s. It was built in 1896 as an ice-skating rink by two New York 

millionaires…Mr. Astor and Mr. Vanderbilt. Here’s look at a match from the 50s. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjlQKLemjpQ 

 

 
 

The Armory at 56 West 66
th

 Street was built in 1903 and used by the Army until 1976 when 

ABC leased it and converted it to TV 17…the home of One Life To Live. Until then, OLTL had 

been a half hour show, but with the move to TV17, it went to 45 minutes with General Hospital 

leading in, and also at 45 minutes. The formed a 90 minute block that won ratings for years. In 

2009, OLTL moved to TV 23 and ESPN took over this NY landmark building for office space.  

 

 
 

These are ABC’s logos in the order they were used over the years. 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjlQKLemjpQ
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ABC’s New York Television Studios…  

 
Once ABC bought the 7 West 66

th
 Street (the old Durland Stables) building, master control and 

TV-1 was operational by late 1948. Early on, ABC in New York used a combined letter and 

number system to differentiate local use and network studios. All ABC television studio numbers 

are prefaced by the letters TV, with network studios given a number, as in TV-1, etc. ABC’s 

local use television studio numbers started with a letter, like TV-A, B, C and D. Radio studios 

used numbers and letters like Studio 1A, 5C, etc.   

 

Over the years, ABC has taken over most of West 66
th

 Street from Central Park to Columbus 

Avenue, and mostly on the north side of the street and extending to West 67
th

 to cover the whole 

block. Many studios have come and gone, but we’ll do the best we can to cover them.  

 

Network Television Studios: (The underlined/bold are still in use) TABLE OF CONTENTS is 

a 1964 list of studios from a rare ABC engineering book, that we’ll see more of soon.  

 

TV-1 & TV-2, TV-3, TV-7, TV-9, TV-17, TV-23 & TV 24…West 66
th

 Street  

 

TV-11 & TV-12…Hotel Des Artistes, 1 West 67
th

 Street      

TV-13 & TV-14…7 Lincoln Square       

TV-15… The Elysee Theater, 202 West 58th Street 

TV-16… 433 West 53rd Street 

TV 17…Armory building across from 77 West 66
th

 Street  

TV-18 & TV-19…101 West 67th Street  

TV-23 & TV-24…320 West 66
th

 Street  

Ritz Theater… 219 West 48th Street  

Little Theater… 234 West 44th Street 

Colonial Theater… 1887 Broadway 

Times Square Studio…1500 Broadway 

 

Early Local Use Studios 

 

TV-A, TV-B, TV-C, TV-D were the original local use  

studios. TV-A eventually became TV-7 (studio and  

control room) and was the home of the local newscasts and,  

from time to time was a network news studio. 

 

TV-C was in the basement under TV-2 and is where  

ABC’s first network newscasts began with John Daly.  

 

TV-B was a control room only, and is now office space.  TV-C and TV- D were local film and 

station break studios.  

  

 

REMINDER: At the end of this report is a 7 page list of ABC’s New York shows and their 

originating studios.  
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ABC’s First Network Studios…TV-1 & TV 2 
 

 
 

Above is perhaps the earliest photo taken in these huge workhorse studios, and shows the 

production of The Look Photo Crime Show in September of 1949. This was a half hour ABC 

radio show that ran 5 days a week, and once a week on television, sponsored by Look Magazine. 

Below is a set for a production of The Paul Whiteman Revue. Both are in TV-1. 
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In the images above and below, the sets in TV-1 are massive and ornate and show just how well 

a television studio fits into a horse riding ring, but remember TV-1 is just half of the space. On 

the right is Patti Page in TV-1, which was where her 1958 show for Oldsmobile was done.   

 

 
 

Below is are shots from the 1952 Presidential election coverage from TV-1. TV-1 and TV-2 are 

still the main production studios in New York. The bald cameraman is Mike Freidman who  

become a director on Wide World Of Sports. He built and used ABC’s first handheld camera, 

and that whole first hand history is in Part 2. 
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A cool TV trick from back in the day. This is again, the 1952 election coverage and on the left 

you see the camera shooting the totals board in TV-1. On the right is one of the many men 

behind the board changing the vote total numbers as they come in. Notice the clever continuous 

loop, numbered rings.  

 

 
 

From TV-1, Hollywood Screen Test …this was the first network series broadcast on ABC-

TV. It was hosted by Neil Hamilton (who you may remember as Commissioner Gordon on 

Batman), and sought to give exposure to many up-and-coming actors who were looking for their 

big break. The relatively unknown actors would be picked to guest star on the show and then 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Hamilton_(actor)
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they would have half-hour scenes of dialogue with established stage and screen actors. Among 

the many stars discovered on Hollywood Screen Test were Grace Kelly, Jack Klugman, Pernell 

Roberts, and Jack Lemmon. 

 

 
 

The common wall between TV 2 and TV 1 can be raised to allow the space to be used as one big 

studio, as it was when Who Wants To Be A Millionaire debuted here August 16, 1999.    

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Kelly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Klugman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pernell_Roberts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pernell_Roberts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Lemmon
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Above is the 1968 election set with both GE and Norelco color cameras, and below is the 1992, 

Bush – Clinton election set. Both are in TV-1.  

 

At the link is a very rare look inside TV-1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvheqZQadz4 

 

From 1952, this is the anthology series Tales Of Tomorrow that, in a science fiction twist, has an 

ABC broadcast interrupted by a scene from an apartment. It is odd, but it was 1952…as a bonus, 

we see Rod Steiger in one of his first ever roles. In the second half, the scenes in the back corner 

of the studio where calls to the police are made, all happen near the door that leads into TV-2.  

 

Another Exclusive Rarity!  

 

In 1963, ABC did a little booklet called Inside ABC to distribute to clients and producers to 

introduce them to ABC’s engineering capabilities and facilities in New York. From one of the 

only surviving copies, we will get to see the control rooms of the early years, thanks to 40 year 

ABC veteran audio engineer Dick Roes. Here are the pages for TV-1 and TV-2. There will be 

more of these as we go.  

 

By the way, as luck would have it, we have found a Los Angeles version of Inside ABC too and 

we’ll share that with you in Part 2, which is the West Coast history of the ABC Studios.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvheqZQadz4
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Above is one of our contributors, ABC audio enginer Dick Roes at the controls in TV-1 around 

1965, and with Roone Arledge. Dick was at the controls at the Berlin Olympics when the news 

of the massace broke. He was with ABC from 1964-1999.   
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The green room for Katie is behind this set…at one time that was the studio space for TV-7. The 

TV-7 control room is still in use and is now used for TV-1’s productions.  

 

These are photos of Katie that I took in 2014, just after the audience had been seated. 
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Every ABC New York veteran will tell you that until sometime in the 1980s, you could 

occasionally still smell the stable that this building started out as.   
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In the picture above, the dividing wall between TV-1 and 2 is just behind the set on the far end of 

the studio. Thanks to my ABC tour guide Bob Franklin for the amazing tour and taking this 

photo of me in TV-2 in the area where the first GMA home-base set was. When Good Morning 

America debuted in 1976, TV-2 was the show’s home for several years. Here is a full episode 

from August of 1978. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqP4jDpaGRA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqP4jDpaGRA
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TV-2…1980 Presidential Election Coverage  

 

This was the election that put Ronald Reagan in office. As you can see on the totals board, it was 

a three way race between President Carter going for a second term, Reagan, and Independent 

candidate John Anderson. Thanks to ABC alum John Schmidt for the photos. In the photo below 

we see on the set Barbara Walters, Frank Reynolds and Ted Koppel in the foreground and Max 

Robinson a little further back.  
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On the top photo, we see the huge door between TV-1 and TV-2 in the down position, and 

below, we see it half way up. Twin electric motors lift and lower the multi ton door. At the link 

is a WABC news report from this night on the network’s preparations.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smHM4Inl62I 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smHM4Inl62I
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Here’s the TV-2 Control Room (top) and the graphics desk behind the switching console and the 

audio room. At the bottom, a look at the back of the 1980 totals board…a far cry from the 

manually changed numbered tape loops we saw in the 1952 election.  
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TV-3, Home of ABC World News Tonight… 
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Above is the great Peter Jennings. He was the first to use this two story studio built for news 

around 1988 when the historic St. Nicholas Arena was torn down to make room. Below is ABC 

anchors Diane Sawyer and David Muir in the same studio, but with different sets. 

 

 

At the link is a nice 5 minute tour of the news department and a look at TV-3 hosted by David 

Muir. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zEOf2F_PNGE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zEOf2F_PNGE
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Below is yours truly at this famous news desk. I am sitting at the short neck of the L shaped 

desk, with the long neck L on by right. In the photo below, you get a look at what the anchor sees 

while sitting at (the long L of) the news desk. These days, there is a small standup set on the far 

wall that can be used for any number of tasks and on this day; they did a short video recording of 

a business piece for another show.   
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Here is the desk monitors that Sawyer and Muir use during their broadcast. Below is Roone 

Arledge (in glasses) with his new three man news crew. After the Harry Reasoner/Barbara 

Walters anchor team, he reformatted ABC’s news and launched World News Tonight on July 10, 

1978, with Frank Reynolds (C) reporting from Washington, Max Robinson (L) from the Chicago 

bureau and Peter Jennings (R) reported international headlines from the London bureau. The 

show was produced from TV-7’s control room, where Reasoner and Walters had just worked. 

Notice that West 66
th

 Street is also known as Peter Jennings Way.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roone_Arledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roone_Arledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Robinson
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TV-7…Formerly TV-A  

 

After a year in TV-11, Walters was not happy that their studio was not in the main ABC 

building, but on the street behind it in the Des Artistes Hotel, so, to keep her happy, local news 

was moved out, and the network news was moved into TV-7 in 1977. At the link is a 1973 look 

inside how WABC’s Eyewitness News show was put together and at 21:00 we go inside TV-7 as 

the show goes to air. Just to remind us how much things have changed, this opens with a 

motorcycle courier rushing film to the studios.  https://youtu.be/OfnmZfynVW4 

  

https://youtu.be/OfnmZfynVW4
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TV- 9 

Originally, TV-9 was the main network control studio. From here, all station breaks, films, 

commercials, announcements and promos were inserted into the network’s programs and sent on 

to Master Control. Network projection/telecine was next door and controlled from here as well.   
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TV-11…The Des Artistes Hotel News Studio, 1 West 67
th

 Street   
 

 
 

From the earliest days of ABC’s network news shows, the place they were usually done was in 

TV-11 on the ground floor of the Hotel Des Artistes, but early on John Daly did some news from 

TV-C, under TV-2.  There was also a TV-12, next to TV-11 (on the other side of the Des Artistes 

lobby elevator bank), but that was only a production and news office, and not a studio at all.  
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You can bet there are a lot of secrets buried in this old news studio. This is where Harry 

Reasoner and Barbara Walters became network television’s first male and female co-anchors.  

Harry didn’t like it a little bit and didn’t much care who knew it. From 1953 until around 1978, 

almost all of the ABC network news shows originated from here. At the link is a very 

interesting 1961 ABC News promo. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22ZzzeCaUwY  

 

This studio was located on the street behind the main ABC campus at 1 West 67
th

 Street in the 

beautiful Des Artiste Hotel and apartments, where Norman Rockwell lived. Below left is the 

technical setup for the control room. ABC’s first color news broadcasts would come from TV-11 

using GE PE350 cameras. 

 

  
 

Here are some of the ABC anchors that did their shows from TV-11. Above is Ron Cochran, 

below left ABC’s John Daly, Bill Shadel (who took over for Daly) and Bill Lawrence.  

 

 
 

 

REMINDER: At the end of this report is a 7 page list of ABC’s New York shows and their 

originating studios.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22ZzzeCaUwY
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TV-14…7 Lincoln Square  

 

TV -14 is now the home of Live With Kelly & Michael. The studio is at West 67
th

 Street and 

Columbus Avenue.  

From 1970 until 1983, WABC had run A.M. New York, The Stanley Siegel Show, and Good 

Morning New York, usually from TV-7. In April of ’83, Regis Philbin took over as host of The 

Morning Show from TV-14, which was adjacent to a small studio called TV-13.  

After a few different co-hosts, Regis was paired with Kathy Lee Gifford in 1985 and the show 

did very well. By by 1988, WABC’s The Morning Show was ready to become a nationally 

syndicated AM talk show called  Live With Regis & Kathie Lee. Just before the new venture, 

TV-13 and TV-14 were combined into what we now know as TV-14.  

At the link below is the last Regis and Kathie Lee show and you can TV-14’s size which around   

5,000 square feet. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKkBBedDnnM 

Below are two photos I took in the old TV-14 back in 1987 when the studio was much smaller. 

The guest that day (left) was Elke Sommer and on the right is my friend Manny Rodreguiz in 

front of the kitchen set, which was to the right of home base.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKkBBedDnnM
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Ture story ~ I had heard Regis was a very nice guy and was well liked by almost everyone he 

worked with, both in front of and behind the cameras. As I was waiting for the show to start that 

day I was there as Manny’s guest, we had stepped outside the building for a smoke and all of a 

sudden, here came Regis in the front door. Although eveyone knew him, the security people 

needed to see every ABC employee’s ID, and without missing a beat, Regis stopped, reached in 

his back pocket, pulled out his wallet and showed it with a smile on his face.  
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TV-15…The Elysee Theater, 202 West 58th Street 

 

 
 

This was the home of The Dick Cavett Show. Some other well known shows that come from 

here were $10,000 Pyramid, The David Frost Specials, Camouflage, Masquerade Party and 

many more. Above is Dick with the Apollo 15 astronauts and, below, with Woody Allen.  
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In 1949, ABC leased Cort’s 58
th

 Street Theater (this space) for radio shows, but left a few years 

later, only to return around 1952 for television. One of the first television shows to come from 

here was Chance Of A Lifetime with host Dennis James. Here is a full episode from 1953 

(which is misidentified as 1955, but buy then the show was on Dumont with a different host).   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_H7AOlwEus  This and the TV-11 news studio were the 

only ABC facilities in NYC that used the GE PE 350 color cameras. Everywhere else, Norelcos 

were in use. In the mid ‘80s, ABC switched to the Ikegami HK 312 color cameras.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_H7AOlwEus
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When the $10,000 Pyramid was taping here, this camera ramp was used for a Chapman Electra 

crane.  It was usually at NBC in Studio 8H but Chapman would take it apart and bring it here to 

the Elysee to use for a couple of days, and then take it back to 8H. Howie Zeidman was the crane 

cameraman. The same crane is still in use at NBC on Saturday Night Live.  Below is the Cavett 

set from the back with the control room on the back wall, under the balcony.   
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As mentioned, The Elysee was also home to the early Pyramid shows…at the link is a 1979 

look at the show being taped at TV-15 with the GE PE 350 color cameras in use.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qx_QGsJcmTE&index=2&list=PL4B5A6E9936E7D568 

Below is a shot of the control room during Cavett, and some other Elysee Alumni, Winchell & 

Mahoney.  

 

  
 

At this link, ventriloquist Paul Winchell ends this show and season, and leaves the Elysee 

Theater through the audience and out the door to the sidewalk of 58
th

 Street. 

https://youtu.be/EykdOQPblbw?t=8m31s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qx_QGsJcmTE&index=2&list=PL4B5A6E9936E7D568
https://youtu.be/EykdOQPblbw?t=8m31s
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TV 16…433 West 53rd Street  

  

Thanks to Howie Zediman for the only outside TV-16 photo we know of. This was the home of 

ABC’s cult hit, Dark Shadows, and below is one of the show’s stars Joan Bennett on the set in 

TV-16. Later this would become home to Ryan’s Hope. The building had 5,000 suqare feet of 

studio space and 10,000 for operations and support. Before ABC took over the site around 1965, 

it had been a lumber and hardware wholesale warehouse.  

When ABC left, All Mobile Video bought the property, but it is now scheduled for demolition 

soon to make room for an apartment building.  

At the link is the first ever episode of Dark Shadows, complete with an interesting slate. 

https://youtu.be/iI7Jo4XAscY 

 

 

https://youtu.be/iI7Jo4XAscY
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TV-17…The Armory Building,  56 West 66
th

 Street   

 

This is the One Life To Live set with our friend Howie Zeidman (l) on camera in TV-17, 

shooting the famous “heaven” scene from the 1985 season. In its amazing 44 year run (1968-

2012) OLTL spent 31 years in TV-17 that had around 10,000 square feet of producution space.  

The show started in TV-1, and after a year moved to TV-18 where it stayed util the 1978 move to 

TV-17, which was converted just for this show. In 2010, when OLTL moved to TV-23, ESPN 

took over the building for offices. Below right is the exterior of the old Armory. The flag is at the 

main entrance to ABC at 77 West 66
th

 Street.   
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TV-18 & 19…101 West 67th Street 
 

 
 

Just above, on the TV-17 page, in the One Life To Live notes I mentioned the it had come from 

here in the 1970s and we see the show’s name on the marquee in the black and white photo. By 

the time the color photo was taken, All My Children was being taped here at what was originally 

WOR’s 9 Television Square. 

 
WOR TV built 9 Television Square in 1949, but due to corporate mergers, they announced on 

January 18, 1954 that WOR was moving its television operations to the new Empire State Building 

studios, and that NBC was leasing the 67th Street facility for three years. The building originally had 

four studios A (largest), B (next largest), C and D (both smaller) but by 1970, the four had been 

combined into two. 

NBC took over and used the building for a ground breaking program called The Knickerbocker  

Beer Show with Steve Allen as the host. A new director who would become a legend, Dwight 

Hemion, was at the helm in Studio A. A few weeks after the debut, the show's name was changed to 

The Steve Allen Show and this is of course the forerunner to the Tonight show, which NBC did from 

The Hudson Theater. Soon after, NBC’s Home show with Arlene Francis took over the building and 

ran from there from ’54 until ’57 when it was canceled.   

NBC left the property in 1961 and shortly after, this became the home of The Video Tape Center. 

VTC had opened in 1958 at the Century Theater and this was their home from '61-'70. In 1970, the 

property was bought by ABC and became Studio TV-18 and 19. ABC stayed here till 1990 

producing shows like One Life To Live and All My Children. The building was demolished in 1995 

and is now the site of the fifty story Millennium Tower apartment building. I think there is a sports 

bar on this corner now and I know someone that would love to be there.  
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The Ritz Theater…219 West 48
th

 Street  

 

  
Built in 1921, The Ritz is now the Walter Kerr Theater.  From 1943 until 1971 the theater was 

home to many ABC radio and finally television shows. The last TV show here was The Price Is 

Right, which was at the Ritz from 1963 till 1965. TPIR was at The Colonial I until the show 

moved to ABC from NBC. 

 

Below is Bill Cullen’s announcer Johnny Gilbert warming up the audience at the Ritz with an 

RCA TK60 in the balcony.  Many times in small converted theaters, the orchestra level was used 

up by control rooms and extra stage ramps for the cameras…the only place left for the audience 

was the balcony.   
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REMINDER: At the end of this report is a 7 page list of ABC’s New York shows and their 

originating studios.  
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The Little Theater…234 West 44
th

 Street  

 

ABC leased this theater in 1957 for Do You Trust Your Wife, with Johnny Carson as host. On 

February 15, 1958, The Little Theater (built in 1912) began to rock when Dick Clark’s Beech 

Nut Saturday Night Show debuted here.  Six months earlier, Clark’s American Bandstand had 

become a weekday afternoon hit (ABC’s first big daytime show), and was live from WFIL in 

Philadephia, but his weekend show was live from New York. Here he is on stage in The Little 

Theater with a the audio booth at the far right. The video control room is in the center on the 

back wall, and the balcony is just above. There is a client booth on the other side of the aisle. 

We’ll see it all in these very intimate videos!  
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In this Beech Nut Show intro, you’ll see the outside with Dick giving us a quick tour of the 

neighborhood, and, believe it or not, the world famous Sardi’s Resteraunt is almost next door. 

Conway Twitty is shown here entering the lobby and walking down the left aisle of the ground 

floor with the client booth window on the left. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-e2MUH3rBw   

In this video, we join Dick in the balcony while he intros the Chordettes who will sing their new 

hit Lollypop and their prior hit, Mr. Sandman. Notice they enter from the lobby on the right wall 

side and make their way to the stage, giving us another good look at the theater. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fty3Nzc-oiY   

Here, the Royal Teens start in the lobby and on the stairs leading down to the ladies lounge. 

They’ll make their way into the theater, and when they are through, we join Dick in the balcony 

where he’ll introduce Jerry Lee Lewis singing Great Balls Of Fire. https://youtu.be/WlNew-UOBZc  

The show ABC leased the theater for was Do You Trust Your Wife, which was later renamed 

Who Do You Trust. Below is host Johnny Carson with an ABC page and, believe it or not, 

playing drums on an episode of Clark’s Beech Nut show. At the links are part 1 (left) and 2 

(right) of a complete episode with Bill Nimmo as Johnny’s announcer,  just before he and Ed 

McMahon were introduced and paired for the first time.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cs9S8sIibLw            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTPID6G9fK0 

 

  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-e2MUH3rBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fty3Nzc-oiY
https://youtu.be/WlNew-UOBZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cs9S8sIibLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTPID6G9fK0
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Just for fun, here is a quick look at American Bandstand in Philadelphia in Studio 2 at WFIL and 

a rare look at the Bandstand control room. Below, Bobby Darrin with Annette Funicello playing 

with one of the Little Theater’s RCA TK 30s and take a look at that concave credits board. At the 

link, Splish Splash at The Little Theater.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV4DHumSJEM 

 

  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV4DHumSJEM
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The Colonial Theater…1887 Broadway  

 

   
 

Given that The Colonial Theater is the first ever full color television facility, it is almost 

sacrilegious to show a black and white TV camera in here, but at least it is an RCA TK60. The 

theater opened in 1905 as a vaudeville palace but by 1932, RKO had bought it and began 

showing movies there until around 1950 when it went dark.  

 

In 1952, RCA bought it to bring color television out of the shadows and into the mainstream. 

Millions were spent on transforming and equipping The Colonial with four RCA TK40 color 

cameras, and this was where every network show on NBC came from in 1953 and ‘54, as each 

were broadcast in color tests, on a one time basis. For two years, NBC and RCA tweaked and 

perfected their color systems before RCA began to mass produce the camera and receiving sets 

in early 1954.  

 

In January 1963, The Price Is Right with host Bill Cullen moved from NBC to ABC and this is 

when ABC took over The Colonial, as this theater was where TPIR had come from in color for 

several years on NBC, but NBC took the color equipment with them. At this link is a quick shot 

of The Colonial balcony in the 1964 TPIR promo. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSQ9TkJ2HAI 

 

Goodson-Todman wanted The Price Is Right to be ABC's first non-cartoon color show, but the 

network could not afford to convert to color until ‘66. This meant that the nighttime version 

reverted to black-and-white. As we’ll see in Part 2 on the west coast studios, The Jetsons was 

ABC’s first color show, debuting in 1962, with The Flintstones changing to color shortly after. 

Part 2 also has the color conversion details for both coasts. 

 

Some other Colonial shows were Girl Talk with Virginia Graham, and The Jimmy Dean Show.  

Dean’s hour-long weekly series ran on ABC from September 1963 to April 1966. ABC left in 

1971. At the link is a clip from a 1964 Dean show with the Muppets, Rowlf The Dog. Jim 

Henson is doing the main puppetry, but Frank Oz is moving Rowlf’s hands. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-dHo7sIIb4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSQ9TkJ2HAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-dHo7sIIb4
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TV 23 & TV 24…320 West 66
th

 Street   
 

 
 

These massive studios were built in the mid 1990s to handle production of ABC’s New York 

based soap operas which would have been All My Children and One Life To Live. On the right 

below are ABC vets Lou Marchand and Howie Zeidman on the One Life To Live set in 1988 in 

TV-17. On the left, the eternally nominated Susan Lucci, who is best known as the infamous 

Erica Kane on All My Children at TV-23. 
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The View started in TV-24 but is now in TV-1 
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Times Square Studio, Marquee Level…1500 Broadway  

 
Located on the northeast corner of Broadway and 44

th
 Street, this is the home of Good Morning 

America and has been since ABC bought the Criterion Cinema and converted it to a three story 

television studio in the late ‘90s. The control room and support areas are on the first floor and the 

studio is on two and three.  This location has a very interesting history and the early part of the 

story is at this link.  http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/16481 

 

 
 

On top, we see The Criterion as it was in 1934, on the bottom as it was in 1975 with The 

Towering Inferno listed on the marquee.  

 

 
 

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/16481
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Good Morning America moved here from TV-2 in 1999.  Here is a 2008 behind the scenes look. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUxKJevmyMU 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUxKJevmyMU
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1950s Local Use Studios At West 66
th

 Street  

 
These are more of the pages from the rare 1964 ABC publication Inside ABC. Many thanks to 

long time ABC veteran sound engineer Dick Roes for sharing the only surviving copy with us.  
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Some of the fun little shows that came from the basement’s TV- C included, The Tinker’s 

Workshop (top left) with Bob Keeshan…this is what he did after being Clarabell on Howdy 

Doody for five years. He spent a year here as Tinker Tom and then for the next 30, he was 

Captain Kangaroo at CBS. Before moving to NBC, this was home to The Bob & Ray Show (top 

right) and The Rootie Kazootie Show was one of the productions from Studio C.  

 

For the first couple of years of news, both local and network, this is where John Daly reported 

from. When TV-12 was built in The Des Artistes, network news moved there and local stayed.   
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The New York Shows And Their Studios… At the link is ABC’s 1957 Seasons 

Greetings spot with a rundown of the primetime shows. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vERZkOJr4g0  

 

This list, from Game Show Network historian and author, David Schwartz, is a big help in 

reminding us what shows were done where. This list was done a couple of years ago, and my 

research has yielded some new information that I have shared in this document, but 

remember…shows moved and sometimes often.  

 

 
 

 
This is WABC’s AM New York in TV-7  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vERZkOJr4g0
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WJZ-TV Sign On 

 
Until WJZ-TV signed on August 10, 1948, ABC had no New York based programs. Their only 

programming fare was from the only ABC TV affiliates, WFIL in Philadelphia, WMAR in 

Baltimore, WMAL in Washington and WABD (owned by Dumont), in New York. These are 

some of the ABC ads marking the sign-on in Billboard and the news article from Broadcasting, 

with a rare photo of Edward Noble. The first ever show broadcast on the ABC Television 

Network was On The Corner with Henry Morgan which was done at WFIL, April 19, 1948. 
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This is the end of Part 1…ABC’s New York Studios History. The 

story continues in Part II…ABC’s West Coast Studios History. 

 



 
 

69 

I hope you have enjoyed this and will share it with your friends and 

colleagues. If you have more information, documents, video, artifacts, 

pictures and comments, please send them to me. I would love to hear 

from you, as this is an ongoing project and by no means the final word.  

For daily articles on television’s history, please join us on the Facebook 

site and/or the Live Stream section of the main web site.  

 

Bobby Ellerbee  

 

tobeorellerbee@comcast.net  

 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eyes-Of-A-Generationcom/189359747768249  

 

http://www.eyesofageneration.com/ 
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