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The History of ABCôs New York Television Studios  

Part 1 of 2 

By Bobby Ellerbee and Eyes Of A Generation.com 

 

Preface and Acknowledgement 
 

This is the first part of  a unique, historical report on the creation of the broadcast facilities 

and studios used by The American Broadcasting Company. The first part of the story takes 

place in New York, and is covered here. The second part of the ABC studios story lays out 

the history of ABCôs growth on the West Coast and is about the Los Angeles studios.   

 

As ABCôs official historical archives are actually quite scarce, it took an extra deep dive to come 

up with some of the ultra rare texts, photos, personal recollections and memoirs that are included 

in this report. For much of the networkôs history, photos in the studios, except for a few rare 

publicity shots, were not permitted by anyone, so there will not be as many as in my NBC and 

CBS reports, but there will be some exceptionally interesting information presented here that 

only a handful of people have ever seen. 

 

As has been the case with my four prior historical reports on NBC New York, NBC West Coast 

and CBS New York, CBS West Coast, this effort would not have been possible without the help 

of many current and former ABC staffers from every area of the network and every era. I would  

like to offer my thanks to those dozens and dozens that helped, but especially to John Fider, Dick 

Roes, Donald Launer, Bob Franklin, Bill Freiberger, Howie Zeidman and Bill Rigo.   

 

This story is told to the best of our abilities, as a great deal of the information on these facilities 

is now goneélike so many of the men and women who worked there. Iôve told this as concisely 

as possible, but some elements are dependent on the memories of those who were there many 

years ago, and from conclusions drawn from research. If you can add to this with facts or photos, 

please contact me, as this is an ongoing project.  

 

This presentation is presented as a public service by the worldôs ultimate destination for 

televisionôs living historyéEyes of a Generation.com ïBobby Ellerbee  

 

http://www.eyesofageneration.com/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eyes-Of-A-Generationcom/189359747768249  

 

 

http://www.eyesofageneration.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eyes-Of-A-Generationcom/189359747768249
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In The Beginning, There Was WJZ Radioé 
 

As mentioned in the preface above, there is not very much in the way of historical archives from 

ABC. Possibly because of this, there is, and always has been an informal internal narrative of the 

history of the network among many of the networkôs employees. We are quite fortunate to have 

located and spoken with some of these key people and have their assistance in telling this story. 

There is no better way to tell this story than by using their photos, recollections and memoirs and 

that kicks in just a few pages down.  

 

Allow me to set the stage with a history that, believe it or not, it starts with David Sarnoff.   

 

By 1919, 28 year old Sarnoff was the commercial manager of American Marconi in New York. 

That same year, British Marconi made an offer to General Electric to buy the worldwide rights to 

the Alexanderson Alternator technology, which was vital for transatlantic communication. The 

prospect of a foreign company controlling international communications set off alarm bells in 

Washington, and the government approached GE with a counter offer. If GE would place the 

Alternator technology in a new subsidiary company, they would be allowed to operate the 

international wireless circuits for both government and commercial traffic. To sweeten the deal, 

the Navy agreed to turn over all the wireless patents it received through its wartime research.  

 

The new GE subsidiary company was named the Radio Corporation of America. At the 

helm was Owen Young as Chairman, Ernst Alexanderson as Chief Engineer and David Sarnoff 

as General Manager. Within months, AT&T, Westinghouse and a big consumer of international 

wireless services, United Fruit Company, bought up all the RCA shares.  

 

By 1921, commercial broadcasting stations begun to appear with 28 springing up that year, 

including the Westinghouse-owned 50,000 watt WJZ in New Jersey. With the July 2, 1921 

World Heavyweight Championship fight between America's Jack Dempsey and France's George 

Carpentier looming, everyone in New York was anxious for a speedy way to know the details 

and outcome. David Sarnoff decided RCA should arrange to broadcast the fight on WJZ. It was a 

radio first; a publicity coup for RCA and Westinghouse, and it sold lots of radios!  

 

With Westinghouse in a good mood, Sarnoff convinced them to allow RCA to take over WJZ. 

With the buyout, RCA moved the license from Newark to New York City and the transmitter 

and studios to the Aeolian Building on West 42
nd

 Street.  This was RCAôs first broadcast 

property.  

 

In the summer of 1924, AT&T's management began to consider getting out of the broadcast 

business, and in July 1926, AT&T agreed to sell their New York City station, WEAF, to RCA.  

 

When RCA acquired WEAF, their studio and office was in the AT&T Building at 195 

Broadway. Less than a year after RCA created NBC, the companyôs first made-to-order studios 

were ready, and on October 1, 1927, NBC moved into the new facilities on the twelfth and 

thirteenth floors of 711 5th Avenue, with WEAF and WJZ now at the same location.   
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NBC, the nation's first major broadcasting network came to life on November 15, 1926, 

with a four-and-a-half hour broadcast from New York over a network of 25 stations, as far west 

as Kansas City. Close to half of Americaôs four million radio homes tuned in. The demand for a 

network service among local stations was mounting so rapidly that on January 1, 1927, less 

than two months after their  first national broadcast, NBC split its programming into two 

separate networks: the Red and Blue networks, to give listeners more of a choice in 

programs. The NBC Red Network used WEAF as its flagship, and the NBC Blue Networkôs 

flagship station was WJZ.    

 

 
These are the original WJZ Radio Studios in Newark  

 

Many believe that NBC created the first radio network, which is not exactly true, but it did come 

to own the first two radio stations that had ever endeavored to create their own networks. RCAôs 

old partner AT&T had the first radio network at WEAF, and its first network radio broadcast was 

January 4, 1923, between WEAF in NYC and WNAC in Boston, using the companyôs telephone 

lines.  RCAôs WJZ had also begun to build a small network in late 1923, but barred by AT&T 

from leasing land lines, tried using telegraph lines but abandoned the attempt due to the low 

signal quality a few months later. WJZôs first real network broadcast was in December 1926, 

between WJZ and General Electric's station WGY in Schenectady over the newly-available 

AT&T lines.  

 

In the mid 1930s, Mutual Broadcasting had begun to complain to the FCC that CBS, with the 

Columbia/Don Lee west coast network, and NBC with its Red and Blue networks had a 

monopoly on many of the countryôs radio markets.  By 1938, the Federal Communications 

Commission had begun a series of investigations that concluded in 1941. After studying the 

Mutual charges, the FCC issued an opinion that no organization could own more than one 

network.  NBC decided to appeal the decision, but the next year, the Supreme Court ruled that 

the FCC had the power to make such rules and enforce them.  

 

By late 1942, NBC had separated the properties into two separate entities, each with their own 

personnel and facilities, and was preparing to sell the Blue Network. By this time, there were 103 

Red subscribing stations, 76 Blue, and 64 supplementary stations using a combination of NBC 

Red and Blue programs.  
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History from the Horseôs Mouth 
 

For a real first person view of ABCôs early history, the narration is about to be taken over by one 

of ABCôs first television engineers, Donald Launer. Donald began with ABC in 1948, the year 

television came to the network, and he left 41 years later having been a part of everything in 

between. In his 80s, Mr. Launer wrote several books on sailing and navigating the waters of his 

native New Jersey, but the only thing he ever wrote about his years at ABC was in this rare 56 

page memoir that were only given to friends. Fortunately, one of Donaldôs friends, John Fider, 

has shared his copy of The Early Days Of ABC ï A Memoir by Donald Launer. 

 

John Fider was formerly Vice President of Production Operations at ABC News. He was 

Technical Director for ABC Television Network Olympics, Special Events and Election 

coverage from 1976 until 1989. He is a seven-time Emmy Award winner, as well as a recipient 

of the prestigious Alfred I. DuPont award, and a member of the Directors Guild of America. He 

serves as Director of Broadcast Operations at the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism, 

where he directs Columbia News Tonight.  

 

Now, Donald Launerôs narration picks up the ABC history, where I left off, with amazing detail. 
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Notice above on page 13, the first day of television for ABC was April 19, 1948. That debut 

show was from WFIL in Philadelphia, and called On The Corner with Henry Morgan  as 

host. ABC had the use of NBC radio studios 2A, 2B, 2C, 3C, 3G, 5C 5G, 6A, 6D 8A and 8E 

at 30 Rockefeller Plaza. As mentioned, ABC also had office space inside the building, here is a 

real rarity. This is ABCôs first official letterhead and the address is 30 Rock. Although ABCôs 

Circle 7 station logo was created in San Francisco in 1962, I have a feeling that the original 

Circle 7 phone number in New York also had a role to play somewhere along the line.  

 

 
 

NOTES: To clarify a few things on page 13éthe antenna for NBCôs WEAF Radio and NBCôs 

WNBT TV were on the Empire State roof. Believe it or not, CBS radioôs NYC station actually 

had the call letters WABC until 1946. In 1928, CBS bought A.H. Grebe's Atlantic Broadcasting 

Company in New York City with the call letters WABC. WJZ radio and TV became WABC radio 

and TV in 1954.  
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Welcome To West 66
th

 Street!  
 

As it happens, West 66
th
 Street in New York is ground zero for ABCôs operations, and has been 

since they bought the Durland Riding Academy at 7 West 66
th
 back in 1948. As weôll see, over 

the years, nearly the whole street from Central Park west over to Broadway, has at one time or 

another been a part of ABCôs east coast operations. The photo at the bottom of this inserted page, 

is St. Nicholas Arena, and there will be more on this on this historic venue on the next page, 

along with a lot more on Durlandôs, The First Battery Armory, the elegant Des Artistes Hotel on 

West 67
th
 Street, and more as they all come into view as future properties of ABC.   

 
 

 
 

One of ABCôs first dramatic anthology programs was Actorôs Studio that ran from 1948-50. 

Above are Jessica Tandy and Dick York in one of their first productions, Portrait of Madonna.  
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In the photo above, our narrator, Don Launer is seated with his back to us on the far left. There 

will be more from Don, but now, letôs go to West 66
th
 Street in New York.  
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Above, architects drawing of the building and on the next page, an interior shot of the main arena 

with the sun coming in the 66
th
 Street windows. This is the home of TV-1 and TV-2.  

This is 7 West 66
th
 Street in 1903, two years 

after the new Durland Riding Academy 

building was opened.  The central pavilion, 

slightly lower than the flanking 5 story sections, 

housed an enormous riding ring under a great 

span of roof supported on giant trusses.  Three-

story tall arched windows flooded the ring with 

sunlight on clear days.  Viewing galleries could 

accommodate 600 spectators and a separate 

musiciansô gallery could hold an entire 40 piece 

orchestra.  This was necessary for Durlandôs 

popular afternoon ñmusic rides.ò In 1948, the 

American Broadcasting Company purchased 

the building and converted it to television 

studio space. The riding ring area is now home 

to the TV-1 and TV-2 studios.  
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A Virtual Tour of West 66
th

 Street  
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-

73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-

g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1 

 

If you click the link above, Google Street View will open with 7 West 66
th
 Street on the right. On 

the far right is the eastern 5 story tower that you see on the far right in the photos above. As you 

click on the street to move further west (Central Park is just behind us), you will see on the right 

the main ABC entrance at 77 West 66
th
, and directly across the street is the Armory. Just past the 

main entrance, on the right (north) side of the street, you see the brick facade change to a tan 

brickéthat building is where the famous St. Nicholas Arena was located, at the NW corner of 

66th and Columbus Avenue. As you can see at the corner, this is now WABCôs glassed in news 

studios. A block further up on 66
th
 is Julliard and a block south on Broadway is The Lincoln 

Center.  Even further down 66
th
 Street are ABCôs TV 23 and 24 at 320 West 66th Street, as well 

as ABC's 125 West End Avenue building, which houses its radio networks and scenery shops. 

 

In the first few seasons of live television in 1946 and 47, when only a few shows were on the air, 

and only in the evening, Boxing from St. Nicholas Arena was a weekly, two hour event on NBC 

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1
https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1
https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7726511,-73.9792569,3a,75y,304.17h,98.51t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr6hfrhh2Y19YWw6N7FMD-g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!6m1!1e1
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and again later in ó54 and ó55 from Dumont. Many of the Gillette Cavalcade of Sports boxing 

matches were held at St. Nickôs. It was built in 1896 as an ice-skating rink by two New York 

millionaireséMr. Astor and Mr. Vanderbilt. Hereôs look at a match from the 50s. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjlQKLemjpQ 

 

 
 

The Armory at 56 West 66
th
 Street was built in 1903 and used by the Army until 1976 when 

ABC leased it and converted it to TV 17éthe home of One Life To Live. Until then, OLTL had 

been a half hour show, but with the move to TV17, it went to 45 minutes with General Hospital 

leading in, and also at 45 minutes. The formed a 90 minute block that won ratings for years. In 

2009, OLTL moved to TV 23 and ESPN took over this NY landmark building for office space.  

 

 
 

These are ABCôs logos in the order they were used over the years. 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjlQKLemjpQ
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ABCôs New York Television Studiosé  

 
Once ABC bought the 7 West 66

th
 Street (the old Durland Stables) building, master control and 

TV-1 was operational by late 1948. Early on, ABC in New York used a combined letter and 

number system to differentiate local use and network studios. All ABC television studio numbers 

are prefaced by the letters TV, with network studios given a number, as in TV-1, etc. ABCôs 

local use television studio numbers started with a letter, like TV-A, B, C and D. Radio studios 

used numbers and letters like Studio 1A, 5C, etc.   

 

Over the years, ABC has taken over most of West 66
th
 Street from Central Park to Columbus 

Avenue, and mostly on the north side of the street and extending to West 67
th
 to cover the whole 

block. Many studios have come and gone, but weôll do the best we can to cover them.  

 

Network Television Studios: (The underlined/bold are still in use) TABLE OF CONTENTS is 

a 1964 list of studios from a rare ABC engineering book, that weôll see more of soon.  

 

TV-1 &  TV-2, TV-3, TV-7, TV-9, TV-17, TV-23 & TV 24éWest 66
th
 Street  

 

TV-11 & TV-12éHotel Des Artistes, 1 West 67
th
 Street      

TV-13 & TV-14é7 Lincoln Square       

TV-15é The Elysee Theater, 202 West 58th Street 

TV-16é 433 West 53rd Street 

TV 17éArmory building across from 77 West 66
th
 Street  

TV-18 & TV-19é101 West 67th Street  

TV-23 & TV-24é320 West 66
th
 Street  

Ritz Theateré 219 West 48th Street  

Little Theateré 234 West 44th Street 

Colonial Theateré 1887 Broadway 

Times Square Studioé1500 Broadway 

 

Early Local Use Studios 

 

TV-A, TV-B, TV-C, TV-D were the original local use  

studios. TV-A eventually became TV-7 (studio and  

control room) and was the home of the local newscasts and,  

from time to time was a network news studio. 

 

TV-C was in the basement under TV-2 and is where  

ABCôs first network newscasts began with John Daly.  

 

TV-B was a control room only, and is now office space.  TV-C and TV- D were local film and 

station break studios.  

  

 

REMINDER: At the end of this report is a 7 page list of ABCôs New York shows and their 

originating studios.  
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ABCôs First Network  StudioséTV-1 & TV 2 
 

 
 

Above is perhaps the earliest photo taken in these huge workhorse studios, and shows the 

production of The Look Photo Crime Show in September of 1949. This was a half hour ABC 

radio show that ran 5 days a week, and once a week on television, sponsored by Look Magazine. 

Below is a set for a production of The Paul Whiteman Revue. Both are in TV-1. 
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In the images above and below, the sets in TV-1 are massive and ornate and show just how well 

a television studio fits into a horse riding ring, but remember TV-1 is just half of the space. On 

the right is Patti Page in TV-1, which was where her 1958 show for Oldsmobile was done.   

 

 
 

Below is are shots from the 1952 Presidential election coverage from TV-1. TV-1 and TV-2 are 

still the main production studios in New York. The bald cameraman is Mike Freidman who  

become a director on Wide World Of Sports. He built and used ABCôs first handheld camera, 

and that whole first hand history is in Part 2. 
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A cool TV trick from back in the day. This is again, the 1952 election coverage and on the left 

you see the camera shooting the totals board in TV-1. On the right is one of the many men 

behind the board changing the vote total numbers as they come in. Notice the clever continuous 

loop, numbered rings.  

 

 
 

From TV-1, Hollywood Screen Test éthis was the first network series broadcast on ABC-

TV . It was hosted by Neil Hamilton (who you may remember as Commissioner Gordon on 

Batman), and sought to give exposure to many up-and-coming actors who were looking for their 

big break. The relatively unknown actors would be picked to guest star on the show and then 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Hamilton_(actor)
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they would have half-hour scenes of dialogue with established stage and screen actors. Among 

the many stars discovered on Hollywood Screen Test were Grace Kelly, Jack Klugman, Pernell 

Roberts, and Jack Lemmon. 

 

 
 

The common wall between TV 2 and TV 1 can be raised to allow the space to be used as one big 

studio, as it was when Who Wants To Be A Millionaire debuted here August 16, 1999.    

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Kelly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Klugman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pernell_Roberts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pernell_Roberts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Lemmon
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Above is the 1968 election set with both GE and Norelco color cameras, and below is the 1992, 

Bush ï Clinton election set. Both are in TV-1.  

 

At the link is a very rare look inside TV-1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvheqZQadz4 

 

From 1952, this is the anthology series Tales Of Tomorrow that, in a science fiction twist, has an 

ABC broadcast interrupted by a scene from an apartment. It is odd, but it was 1952éas a bonus, 

we see Rod Steiger in one of his first ever roles. In the second half, the scenes in the back corner 

of the studio where calls to the police are made, all happen near the door that leads into TV-2.  

 

Another Exclusive Rarity!  

 

In 1963, ABC did a little booklet called Inside ABC to distribute to clients and producers to 

introduce them to ABCôs engineering capabilities and facilities in New York. From one of the 

only surviving copies, we will get to see the control rooms of the early years, thanks to 40 year 

ABC veteran audio engineer Dick Roes. Here are the pages for TV-1 and TV-2. There will be 

more of these as we go.  

 

By the way, as luck would have it, we have found a Los Angeles version of Inside ABC too and 

weôll share that with you in Part 2, which is the West Coast history of the ABC Studios.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvheqZQadz4
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Above is one of our contributors, ABC audio enginer Dick Roes at the controls in TV-1 around 

1965, and with Roone Arledge. Dick was at the controls at the Berlin Olympics when the news 

of the massace broke. He was with ABC from 1964-1999.   
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The green room for Katie is behind this setéat one time that was the studio space for TV-7. The 

TV-7 control room is still in use and is now used for TV-1ôs productions.  

 

These are photos of Katie that I took in 2014, just after the audience had been seated. 
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Every ABC New York veteran will tell you that until sometime in the 1980s, you could 

occasionally still smell the stable that this building started out as.   
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In the picture above, the dividing wall between TV-1 and 2 is just behind the set on the far end of 

the studio. Thanks to my ABC tour guide Bob Franklin for the amazing tour and taking this 

photo of me in TV-2 in the area where the first GMA home-base set was. When Good Morning 

America debuted in 1976, TV-2 was the showôs home for several years. Here is a full episode 

from August of 1978. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqP4jDpaGRA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqP4jDpaGRA
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TV-2é1980 Presidential Election Coverage  

 

This was the election that put Ronald Reagan in office. As you can see on the totals board, it was 

a three way race between President Carter going for a second term, Reagan, and Independent 

candidate John Anderson. Thanks to ABC alum John Schmidt for the photos. In the photo below 

we see on the set Barbara Walters, Frank Reynolds and Ted Koppel in the foreground and Max 

Robinson a little further back.  
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On the top photo, we see the huge door between TV-1 and TV-2 in the down position, and 

below, we see it half way up. Twin electric motors lift and lower the multi ton door. At the link 

is a WABC news report from this night on the networkôs preparations.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smHM4Inl62I 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smHM4Inl62I
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Hereôs the TV-2 Control Room (top) and the graphics desk behind the switching console and the 

audio room. At the bottom, a look at the back of the 1980 totals boardéa far cry from the 

manually changed numbered tape loops we saw in the 1952 election.  
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TV-3, Home of ABC World News Tonighté 

 

 


